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“COUNTRY  Czechoslovakia DATEDISTR. 13 Jan 1955 \
SUBJECT Plant Militia and Plant Guard at the NO. OF PAGES 2
Ministry of Agriculture
DATE OF INFORMATION REFERENCES:
25X1
PLACE ACQUIRED
THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION
25X1
Plent Mi1itis (People's Militia)
1. The Ministry of Agriculture, which had approximately 1,060 employees
in November 1953, had a Plant Militia unit consisting of 50 or 60
members., Two of them were women, All of the members were regular .
employees of the Ministry and were CP members who began working at -
the Ministry after the Communist coup d'dtat in February 1948, 1.e.,
all of them were from the workers' cadres., The ma jorlty were
administrative officlals; the remainder were ¢lerks, with'the
exception of two drivers.
2. The Plant Militia ocoupied three rooms located in the basement near
the main entrance of the Minlstry of Agriculture building. One
room was used for arms storage, one for guards, and one room as
an office for the commander. The windows of these rooms had iron
shutters which prevented viewing the interior from the outside,
3. The Plant Militia unit was equipped with rifles, plstols, and sub=- .
aclilng gung, maxe and callibre unknown , O a8 8 members 25X1
the unit as a whole also had two standard-type machine ,
guns, make and calibre unknown. The members were armed with pistols
when they were on alert inside the bullding; they were armed with
submachine guns when standing guard; they carried submachine guns
'25X1

alert the members had to stay in the Miniat

and sometimes rifles when marching through the town in public pa eé.
They had first, second, and third JaIf;:f
uring a rd

. | The Plant Militia was alerted for action and to assist the
public police on various occasions, such as,during visits of high-
ranking foreign dignitaries in Prague, during public parades such
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as on 1 May, and in connection with events such as the currency
reform. :

Both male and female members wore the common Czechoslovak Plant

Militia uniform,which consisted of conventional=type blue coveralls,

an army-type belt, a black beret without insignla, a pair of short

British-style leggings, and black rubber waterproof coat. There

was a red band, approximately eight centimeters wlde, around the

left sleeve of the coveralls withrblagkglettersgLMALLidnxagmiline -
's Militia) in block print.

(Egonlg' in

The unit trained in pistol target practice in the basement of the
Ministry building. Once a week the unit was transported in Ministry
of Agriculture trucks to a firing range in Prague-Kobylisy for

training. This was originally a military firin

Fusedbxvariongklant Militia

Plant Guard

In addition to the Plant Militia, the Minlstry of Agriculture had
a Plant Guard unit (Zavodni straz - 2S), This unit consisted of
8ix full-time male guards, They had formerly been clerks in the
Ministry. Two of them were on duty at all times, During the day
they checked employee passes and visitor slips at the main entrance.
Every visitor had to £ill in a form at the doorkeeper's lobby.
After regulaer working hours, they checked the offices for open
windows, open doors, and lights which might have been left burning.
During the night they guarded against possible fire or burglary,
They also assisted in securlty ch!oks performed by the Ministry's
Secret Documents Control Section.,

The members of the Ministry's Plant Guard unit wore the common
uniform of the Czechoslovak Plant Guard which was dark gray in a
military out, They wore a Sam Browne belt and a visored service

cap which was the same oolor as their unifor E d was
- armed with a pistol, make and calibre ey
had no shoulderboards on their unirozms and they

lgnla) worn by the Plan:

had no rank designations.
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Additional Information

_ [Premysl Vladyka,

ersonal secretary to the Minister, was in charge of seourity in
the Ministry, inoluding Plant Militia and Plant Guard. After the
Ministry's Security Section, as such, was abolished at the end of
1952, some of its activities Were apparently transferred to the
Seoret Doocuments Control Seotion and Vladyka was
made responsible for some of the other activities, Vladyka had no
offiocial ¢ urity astivities but
Viadyka dealt with

surity, such as the fact that his signature appeared on orders
for supplies for Plant Militia and Plant Guard units and the fact
that he was informed of sericus’ investigations oonducted regarding
employees of the Ministry,

. F;mllJ'Plnn;;gngzg_mgmhgn;J in Prague
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wore the same typ A niform as male members exaoept that they wore skirts.
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